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Desu Ms. Wesson: 

On behalf of Adrninistmtor Stephen t.Johnson,I would like to thank you for the National 
Advisory Committee's WAC) advice of May 15,2008 reporting on its April 2008 meeting. 

Your spring advice provided valuable recommendationsregarding severa! projects of the 
Commissionon Environmental Coopemtion (CEC). Your spring meeting focused on projects inthe area 
of trade and environment, and I understand thatupcoming meetings will explore pmjects related to 
infomation and capacity building, in order to prepare you for a more detailed discussion of the upcoming 
Strategic Plan for 20 10-15, bcgnning in 2009. I look forward to your continuing advice aswe move 
forward in this important work. 

We appreciateyour thoughtful comments concerning the CEC's Tradc and Environment 
Propram, particularly on the issue of improving the North Amcrican Symposium on Assessing the 
Environmental Effccts of Tradc and on the new program a m  on economic and environrncntal 
sustamabiliv. The next Symposium is currently dated for 2010. Over the coming months, the pmes 
and the Sccrctariatwill begin to discuss the way forward, including whether thc symposium structure i s  
the appropriak vehicle for assessingthe environmental effectsof trade. Your advice will be very helpful 
aswe design the next steps ofthis program. We will give particularattentionto your suggestions about 
better deft ning the purpose and target audience for the ourput from the symposia, and using that 
information to rdentifv key partners whom we can engage with early in the planning process. 

You also provided some interesting ideas about 11011- to encourage greater participation in the 
Symposia. As n e  begin to plan for the nest e17unP we n-il f give carefill consideration to these ideas. 
Finall?.. you have offered some interesting su&gestionsabout how to improve the disseminationof the 
infor~natio~~presented in the Symposium. In that regard 11.enote that portions of the 2005 S!mposium 
~ ~ e x t :publislled in the journal Inrernrrrionctl Envirnntnentol Ap-eemenrs: Polirrcs, Lmponci Econnrnics 
(which may be fo~indat: 
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In addition. the CEC prepared and distributed a pamphlet on the restilts of the 2005 seminar that 
includes the author's summar_\-of the papers presented at the S!-mposium and comments from the 
rapporte~~rs paper, Tfisand discussants. as nell as a compact disk containins the finalversion of e a d ~  
mnterial was also posted on the CEC ~vebsitt: 
(btp.J/nnn . c c c . o r ~ J ~ ~ u b s ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 o ~ u ~ ~ ~ c ~ t s t i n d c ~ . c f n ~ ~ ? ~ ~ ~ r l ~ r 1 = u n ~ lish&ID= I tjk17.) Efforts'areunderway 
to prepare similar material for the Fourth S!-mposium which \\.as held in Phocni~Arizona earlier this 
year. Tl~osepapers are cnrrently king revised b?.the authors before being submitted for publication. If it 
is decided to move fonvard with plannins the nest SJ-mposi~~mwe nil1 consider other rnetllodsof 
disseminating this information. including those which ?-ou haw-eproposed. 

We aIso welcome the discussion that we had during the most rscerrt meeting and your subsequent 
comments on the question of how the CEC might best play a role in promoting an understanding 
throughout North America that environmentally sustainable business practices can benefit both the 
environment and the bottom line. In particular, we appreciate the presentationmadc by NAC member 
DennisAigner on the state of corporatesocial and environmental responsibility in business today. Your 
advice contains a number of interesting ideas about how to focus our work on this issue and we will use 
them as we further develop this project, initially in connectionwith the public outreach that the Trade and 
Environment Working Group will co-host with the Joint Public Advisory Committee at the end of the 
year. Wc hope that members ofthe NAC and GAC will be able to participate in that meeting. Additional 
information abut the meeting will be provided as it is available. 

Thank you for your thrce nxommendationson the subject of import safety. Your first 
mommendation is that thc Enforcmcnt Working Group (EWG) prioritize training based on the potentiaI 
risksassociated with each type of norzcomplmt import. Certainly the first training module released to the 
public, for Ozone Depleting Substances(ODSs), targets an import stream that has been a major subject of 
law enforcement activity. 

Your letter questionsthe effectiveness ofe-laming materials for inspectorsthat is not rcquird. 
since Zhc concern is that few agents will, use it and enforcement will not be improved. At the same time, 
customs aahorities have advised us that they cannot afford to sparethe time oftheir inspectors rvho arc 
on duty at thc ports to attend workshops, such as you recommend. We continue to believe that on-line 
training is a good,convenient medium for instruction but agree that the EWG must try to gain the 
commitment of the customsagencies to incorporate these courses into their basic training curriculum, and 
we agree that incentives which reward those who successfilly complete the trainingcan provide 
importantmotivation,and should be considered. 

The NAC also recommends the use of enforcement Garnpaignswhere EPA agents, working with 
local border authorities, target a specific category of noncompliantproducts for a finite period of time, 
perform periodic, random campaigns, and institute performance measures. We a g m that the 
collabomtion of EPA cnfmement personel and U.S. Customs personnel in initiatives or "'campaigns" 
designed with the featurcsyou sug3est would complement and strmgthcn the learning experience that th 
web-based training courses or other instruction would provide to customsofficers. EPA has had 
preliminary discussions with counterparts at the U.S. Bureau of Customs and Border Protection about the 
availability of the web-based courses but needs to continue the discussions to explore how the two 
agencies can cooperateon training opportunities. Your suggestionswill be considered in this pmess. 

We appreciate your interest in the development of electronic tools such as &dio Frquenc!-
Tdentification (RFTD) technolog!- for tmcking Ilazardo~rs~~as tcs .We share !-our concern regarding 
funding for the RFFD tracking prosram. EPA is currently working to identie potential sottrces of funding 
to allow initiation of the pilot proiect at the U.S.JMe:sico border. Finall!.. we agree with the NAC that 
successful enforcement actions should be publicized for the deterrent value that is created. 



Thank you for your advice on the ArticIe 13 Report "Green Building in North America." EPA 
shares your opinion on thc quality and importance of thc report, and will continue to consider the 
recommendations that have not yet been incorporated into our efforts. In fact, thc fcderal govement has 
efforts undcnvay related to a number of the recommendations. For example, the report recommends 
working with a wide variety of partners on green buildmg research. EPA is currently involved in a 
number of efforts to develop a comprehensivegreen building research agenda, as part of our emphasis on 
strengthening the scientific, technical, economic and institutional foundations of green building. These 
efforts have involved working with our federal partners, such as GSA, Department o f  Energ, and the 
National Science and Technology Council, aswell as nonprofit organizations such as the United States 
Green Building Council. EPA will also bc developing its own green building research agenda in the 
coming months, with the hope that the information resulting from such research canbe used by the 
private and public sectors throughout North America to make more informed decisions. The report also 
suggests that the North American governments lead by example. EPA has developeda strongpartnership 
with CSA aswe continue to make progress in improving the mvfronmental performance of not only EPA 
buiIdings, but dl buiIdings in the federal government'sinventory per Presidential Executive Order 13423, 
"Stmgthening Federal Environmental, Energy, and TransporkticmMamgmerrt,"signed in January 
2007. 

We Took forward to discussing these proje* with you in more detail, and continuingto work 
togetherto strengthen the CEC as a catalyst for cooperative action, with relevance:to United States 
constitucncicsand to North America. Wc look fonvard to seeing you at your fa11meeting inYuma, 
Arizona. 

Sincerely, 


Scott Fulton 
Alternate Representative for the 

United Stares 

cc: 	 Jeffrey N.Wennberg, Chair, U.S.Governmental Advisory Committee 
Jane Gardener, C h r ,  Joint Public Advisory Committee 
Members of the U.S.National Advisory Committee 


